Wintertime Driving
SAFETY TALKS TOOLKIT

Fair or foul weather driving always presents hazards. Winter months driving conditions are far different than those faced
by drivers during the summer months.

Tips for Winter Driving
1.

Be able to see and be seen. Clean all the snow and ice off of your windshield, other windows, outside mirrors,
lights and reflectors. Make sure your vehicle is equipped with good wiper blades, and that wiper arms are exerting
enough pressure on the blades to ensure a clean sweep. If moisture or ice builds up on the inside or outside of your
windshield, stop and clean it off.

2. Tires with good deep treads are essential for good cornering and
handling on slippery roads. Check the air pressure frequently to
maintain the manufacturer’s recommended pressure.
3. Get the feel of the road. Occasionally try your brakes or gently
depress your accelerator while driving. When you have found out
just how slippery the road is, adjust your speed accordingly. Rising
temperatures greatly increase the slipperiness of ice and snow.
4. Increase your “following” distance. Knowing that winter surfaces
increase stopping distance 3 to 12 times, the smart driver increases
his normal dry road following distance. Heavy trucks require a
longer stopping distance on slippery roads than passenger cars. Do
not tailgate.
5. Brake before curves. All vehicles are particularly sensitive to
overpowering, over steering, and over braking on curves. Unseen
hazards around the bend may require an evasive action, so turn your
steering wheel slowly and smoothly, keep a constant speed in the
turn, and pump your brakes carefully if it’s necessary to slow down
or stop.
6. Pump your brakes. The key to stopping under control on slippery
surfaces is to avoid locking the wheels. A rapid pumping of brakes
will provide short intervals of braking and of rolling wheels
alternately and will enable you to maintain steering control while stopping.
7.

Use proper lights. Never drive with parking lights instead of headlights in winter’s early dusk and poor visibility.
Parking lights can cause an oncoming driver to think you are farther away than you are. Keep headlights clean to
maintain your seeing distance at night.

IMPORTANT NOTICE - The information and suggestions presented by Michigan Millers Mutual Insurance Company in this Safety Talks Toolkit Bulletin
are for your consideration in your loss prevention efforts. They are not intended to be complete or definitive in identifying all hazards associated with your
business, preventing workplace accidents, or complying with any safety related, or other, laws or regulations. You are encouraged to alter them to fit
the specific hazards of your business and to have your legal counsel review all of your plans and company policies.
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